8 
- 


F 9" — — 


. 


DR" —& 22 — 


8 Tenenti * N 
dia 725 qui ſuſta negat 


132 — — 


- 
- * 5 * 
$5 — | * - 
_ * 
_ * 5 _ 


{Printed 8 3 for 0 NN 
"Ae AKH, Bookſeller, near the Condatt : 
And ate Sold by Ro BER TS, near the 
| Oxford- Arms i in Fe {ons LO N BON 
= 155 2 4. | 


ww : | , j 
” 2 — — — 
—— og 1 bi " 


; a nder the Thing that ove 


— — 


. 


4 


» 


oy 
th 


4 4s P 
* 
& ys — a, 
4 — at A CA —_— 


% 
* . 


CUR Ss LARCY 


: »» 
l „ 
- 0 - 
- — 
. : — 1 
3 
* "x 
— 
* 
k c 
* 
o 7 
- + < X 
. 
* = 
—_ 
+ 
* 
— 
- 
' . 
- 
- 
- 
=" 
. 2 
4 
= 
. — 
o * 
4 
* 
* 
* 
A Ea 


ſ 


PREFACE. 


* E Following Epiſtle having had the 
good Fortune to give ſome Content to that 

Perſon for whom it was drawn up, I take 
the Liberty (without farther Apolegy) to com- 
mit it to the Publick, I am very ſenſible what 
a different Figure our Offspring ER make 
abroad from what they do in our own Eye-ſight, 
and therefore ſhall not (like a fond Parent) be 
tatling of the Virtues of this little Pamphlet, 
nor ſo much as recommend it to any Body's 
Reading who have not 3 or 4 Pence aud Hours 
that may be eaſily ſpared. | 


NEITHER ſhall I be pat aa ir or 
afflicted if I hear that it is cenſured, deſpiſed, 
or ridiculed ; | only wiſh (for my Bookſeller's 
Sake) that every one who ſhall think fit to con- 
demu it were bound to read it. If the Criticks 
be diſguſted at the Homel 7 of my Metaphors, 
or the Simplicity of my Stile, let them know 
that the only Eloquence I affect ij to ſpeak ſo as 
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to be underſtood, whoſoever puts out his Li 
and affirms that Tunderſiand nat my Subject, 
he is the _ Perſon of whom I beg and ear- 


neſtly expe a ſpeedy Information; but if any « 
the 8 wo Goal caſt it from them wr yg A 


of Wiſdom for want of ſufficient Length and 
Learning, and aſert that there can be nothing 
in an Eſſay that does not back and ſtrengthen 
its Hypatheſis by the Suffrages of the Fathers, 
my main Reaſon for not calling theſe holy Men 

to v4 Aſſiſtance is for fear they ſhould be abuſed 
For being in my Company. It has often griev'd 
me (being @ Reverencer of ogy ) to ſee 


= ſe good and innocent People roug ht upon 


the Stage only to be hifi off. In the Begin- 
ning of every Controverſy they are handed in 
with abundance of Ceremony and abundance 
good Words, and called upon to give their Opi- 
zion with the venerable Titles of Father, Saint, 
Biſhop, and Patriareh ; bat then if they do not || 
give their Verdict juſt as they are eye. 
they are ſent packing with as little Regard as 

a Country Vicar, Talk to a Socinian of St, 
Athanafius, he will be ready to Anſwer you, 
That no Perſon is to be credited before he is 
underſtood : If you offer to an Arminian the 
Teſtimony of St. Auſtin, he will pertly demand | 
how can you depend on one who was fo Ficke 
and Wavering as to contradict himſelf ? Aud 
if you argue with à Calviniſt, and produce the 
Aut hori j of St. Cyprian or St. Bafil, he will 
give youbroad Hints that theywere tinged with 
Pelagianiſm, (tho before Pelagius was ora.) 
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and tell you 2 that they were an uncer- 
e 


nt Sort of Men, and not 
worth ger , Tag But if you cunningly 
urge them with their Favourite Authors, and 
quote againſt their Doctrines thoſe very Fa- 
thers that are moſt in their Books, they may then 
indeed contradict them with a little more Mau- 
zers, but with not ane fot more of Refi. nation 
to their Judgments. Realy, ſays one, Juſtin 
Martyr was a very good Judge of Apoſtolick 
Tradition, but I muſt beg leave in this one 
Article to diſſent from him. I have the Hap- 

ineſs ( ſays another) to agree with Tertullian 

n moſt Particulars, but truly in this he is not 
to be look d on. as infallible. St. Origen 
(ſays a third) was the moſt learned Writer 
of the Age he lived in, I wonder how he and 
I ſhould differ in this grand Point. So that 
ſhould I Fatigue all my Friends and all the Book- 
ſellers in the Country to furniſh me with Au- 
thors after I have turned and tumbled them 
till I have both ſweat and ſhivered, and after 
T have almoſt pored my Eyes out to find a Dozen 
ar two of the Fathers an my Side, I jay tis but 
at laſt for my Anſwerer to tell me they were all 
m:ſtaken, inſincere cr inconſiſtent, and am 
reduced to juſt the ſame Circumſtances as where 
I ſet out, and ſhall need the very ſame Argu- 
ments from Scripture or Reaſon to juſtify the 
2 of St. Polycarp Biſhop of Smit na, St. 

-lement of Rome, or St. Ambroſe of Milan, 
as would ſerve the Parſon of Exford. Not but 
that for my own Part I am ready to to pay the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Deference to theſe antient Lights of 
the Chriſtian Church, and I am heartily wil- 
ling to be tryed by them as to the Subject of my 
Epiſtle, on Condition you will grant me the 
following Preliminaries. I. That my Oppo- 
nent ſet down preciſely which of theſe Fathers 
he holds to be infallible, and which not. II. That 
he give me a Reaſon, (beſides their being of 
his Opinion) why theſe are more infallible 
than the other. And, III. That he acknow- 
ledges them infallible in all other Matters as 
well as this in Controverſy. *Till this be ſettled, 
the /tuffing a Book with other Authoritys (in 
Matters of rar OP ) but thoſe of 
Scripture, is but waſting Paper and abuſingthe 


Reader. 


I am nat better ſatisfied of the Truth of 
the Principle which am going to aſſert, 
than ] am convinced that the Management 
of the Proof is of. great Difficulty and beyond 
my Strengih;, and therefore I ſha:ld never 
have had the Confidence to propoſe my Argu- 
ments to others, had I not experimentally found 
them of ſome Service to my own Conſcience. 
But of whatever Uſe theſe plain Reflections 
may have been to my ſelf, T ſtill ¶ ſay) diſtruſt 
their Strength and Solidity when in publick 
Lier. Tet one way or other, I queſtion not, I 
Hall find ny ccountun the Publication of them; 
and if I now appear to be in the Wrong, k 
Haß oe or another will have Generofity enough' 
ta ſet me right, This charitable Office may be 


ler- 
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performed the more eaſily, becauſe it may be 
done without the leaſt Danger, for as I have 
made my Arguments to turn upon Government 
in General, ſo an Anſwer may be made me from 
Holland iz the Low-Countrys from Vienna in 
Germany, from Grand Cairo iz Agypt, or 
from Eutopia in the Brain. 


I may exped to be treated with the more Hu- 
manity, 15 that I have carefully abſtai ned from 
all party Bitterneſs and perſonal Reflections. and . 
endeavoured not to give the leaſt Shadow cf Of- 
fence to any Sort of Readers. Not that J am 
over apt to fear or value the Reſent ments of the 
Angry and Hot. headed; but I am heartily deſe- 

Yous to live the reſt of my Days in Charity with 
all Men, and am reſolved on my Side to give no 
unneceſſary Occaſion of Quarreſ or Diſtaſt. In- 
deed it is time for Engliſhmen of all Sorts to 
be à little better united, and to attend a little bet- 
ter to their Duty and Intereſl, Long enough, 
mn Countrymen, have we grudged and ſnar- 
led at one another and at our own Felicity The 
lime paſt may ſuffice us that we have been 
ſtruglin for | Sept and wreſtling with Provi- 
dence = a Civil War : Let us then at laſt be 
contented with thoſe Bleſſings which better Men 
than we, have made the Subje of their Prayers 
and Wiſhes : Since our Dangers are paſt, let us 


ceaſe our Outcries : Since Fear is baniſh'd, let 
Love return. 
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OUR gracious God has fixed onus a Head, 
that is a Security, and an Honour to the whole 
Body, and who (without a Figure) is either the 

Delight or Terror of every Man and Nation. 
We have a Religion, which, as it is the pur- 
eſt, the moſt anthentick, and the moſt rational 
in the World; ſo it is the firmeſt eſtabliſhed, and 
the moſl reſpeFed, and the Profeſſors of it the 
beſt governed, and the beſt incouraged. We 
have a Conſtitution of State that is the Envy of 

the whole Earth, which our Fore- Fathers gladly 
purchaſed for us with Floods and Mountains of 
their Bloud and Treaſure. Let us then, like 
Brethren, rejoyce with one another at this our 
common Proſperity and let there be no Heavineſs 
when there is ſo mnch Happineſs. Let all old 
party Diſputes and Contentions be laid in the 
Def, and let the Offenders as well as the Offen- 
ded, be ſincere in forgiving and forgetting. Let 
us unite cur Souls as becometh Partakers of one 
Nati Country, and Faith; let us bear with the 
Ignorance or FA rmity of thoſe who differ from ns 
in Opinion ; But if we think it our Duty to con- 
vince them of their Errors, and endeavour to 
draw them to our own Party, let us do it with ſuch 
Cords as will not choke them, I mean the Cord: 
of Hum anit 7. | 


Poſt- 
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Poſtſcript. 


Had but juſt finiſhed this ſhort Preface, 
(which, tho firſt to be 1 is Kh laſt 
written in every Book) when in came the 
ſtrange News of the Swediſh Preparati- 
ons, c. I was at firſt ſurprid d, and ima- 
ined ſome Expreſſions of mine, relating to our 
urity, Happineſs, Oc. would need Altera- 
tion : But upon a ſecond, and more calm Re- 
flection, I no ſooner thought on the Wiſdom of 
the Father and the Valour of the Son, the 
hens 7 # of the Parliament and the Vigi- 
lence of the Miniſtry, the Loyalty of the Fleet 
and the Bravery of the Army; but | concluded 
to let it paſs as it is: Only this I muſt ſay, 
that were not Charity my ſtrongeſt Paſſion, 
this new Piece of Villany ts Ame enough to 


burſt it. 
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glad to hear you are a little 
| berre male as to moſt of oy 
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Io ſay the Books I recommended to you, 
have well convinced you of the Expediency of ſuch 
an Univerſal Juriſdiction in the Chief Magiſtrate ; 
but whence ariſes his juſt Right to ſuch Juriſdi- 
gion; by what Authority the ſecular Prince pre- 
tends to preſide over the Church of God, b 
whoſe Commiſſion he can ordain or cancel Enlef. 
aſtical Laws, inſtitute or alter the Ceremonies of 
Divine, Worſhip, take Cogniſance, of the Lives and 
Doctrine of thoſe that axe in Hhh Orders, or dil- 
place and puniſh thoſe who are the immediate 
Miniſters of Chriſt; and Stewargs, of the Goſpel, in 
theſe Particulars you ſtill complain of ſome re- 
maining Scruples, and that thę % Authors recom- 
mended to you have not been deep enough, d 
ow not plain enough to give you entire Satiſ- 
ion. 


Tux Affection I bear to yourſelf, and to the 
Truth, excites. me to venture ivy Pains or Ha- 
zards, rather than leave you in this State of Un- 
certainty ; and therefore I will trouble you with 


aà few Reflections that have been uſeful to me 


upon this Subject: Tho? I ſhould not have Va- 
nity enough to undertake a Patient after ſuch 
eminent Phyſitians, did I not aſſure my ſelf, 
that the greateſt Part of the Cure (Which "is: 
provoke a ſerious Confideration) is performe 
already; and had I not often known, a homely 


Recipe hit ſonic Maladies which the moſt leaftied 
Preſcriptions did but overſhoot. | 
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In order therefore to inquire into the Truth 
with more Clearnieſs and Diſtinction, I ſhall beg 
Leave to lead you into the Bottom of the Ar- 
gument, and that we may come to the Know- 


| ledge of the juſt Extent of the Civil Juriſdiction, 


we will obſerve as we go, the Nature, Deſig n, 
and Original of Government in general. I (ay, I 
will ſpeak to you on theſe Subjects in general; 
for to ſay it muſt be ſo or fo, becauſe you or I 
(here in England) have . ſworn to, or ſubſcrib'd it, 


is a Way of Arguing fitter ro ſtop the Mouth of 


an Adverſary, than to quiet the Conſcience of a 
timorous Friend. Wherefore, to proceed, 


As the very Eſſence of Government is Power, 
or an Ability by Rewards and Puniſhments to 
bring Subjects to Obedience; ſo the Deſign and 
End of it is to apply that Power in ſuch manner, 
as to reſtrain the Practices ot the Unjuſt and Vio- 
lent, and to ſecure the Peace and Tranquility of 
the Society over which it preſides. (It we in- 
quire whence this Power is deriv'd, it is plainly 
rom the People, who all concur in general to 
ſtrengthen NK Hands againſt Parti- 
culars. Be not ſurpriz d! I do not here aſſert 
that he receives his Authority, or Right of Go- 
verning, meerly from the People; (that's not the 
preſent Queſtion) but that his Power of infurcing 
Obedience, is from them; for I believe you will 
grant me, that as to his own individual Perſon, 
a King or an Emperor hath no more Strength or 
Power than an ordinary Subject. 


1. X \ ite 41A 6 ; 

Since then this is the avowed End of all Go- 
vernments, namely, to imploy the Power of the 
whole, Society, to keep in order the Parts, now comes 

| the 


x 4 


the Queſtion, Whence the Governour has his 
Right to uſe ſuch Force or Power, and whether 
thoſe that gave him that Commiſſion, did or could 
5 him Chief over Spirituals as well as Tempo- 
rals. R | * 

IN the firſt Place then there are ſome Doctors 
who earneſtly contend that every chief Magiſtrate 
holds his Commiſſion direfily of God, That he is ab- 


folutely and immediately God's. Vicegerent on Earth, 


and that of Conſequence he is unaccountable, uncontrou - 
lable, and irrefiftivle. Now according to this Prin- 
cip!e (for I will argue for the Supremacy of the 
Civil Magiſtrate with every Perſon from his own 

Principles) if the Sanctity of the Magiſtrates Per- 
fon be ſuch that we cannot reſiſt him in his moſt 
exorbitant Courſes without refiſting God himſelf, 
TI ask how then we can diſobey him without diſo- 
beying God himſelf ? If God's Authority be in- 
ſeperable from him, he hath as large a Right to 
command us to doe as to command us to ſuffer, 
ſo that the Defenders of this Doctrine who 
affirm it the Duty of all Perſons (whether Eccle- 
ſiaſtick or Civil) to ſubmit, muſt acknowledge it 
as well the Duty of all (whether one or the o- 
ther) as univerſally to obey. For as it is undeni- 
able that the Deſign of all Penalty is to enforce Obe- 
dience, and that no other Pretence can juſtiſy one 
Man's inflicting Evil judicialy on another; ſo 


it unqueſtionably follows, that where Men have 


not a Right to command, the) have none to puniſh. 
Our Query is not whether we are to obey in 


finful Matters, (for we are ſure God will give no 


Commiſſion againſt himſelf, and *tis abſurd to ima- 
gine the Vicegerent is to be obeyed by Diſobe- 
dience to his Principal) but what I here under- 
take to affirm, is this, that any Perſon who OY 


= 
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God's Authority inſeperably, hath, it univerſally. I (ay 
he that governs. a Society as the divine De- 
puty or Proxy, muſt have a Title to Obedience in 
all Caſes, over all Cauſes, from all Perſons of that 
Society, excepting. only where his Commands 
are. contrary to the Commands of God, and 
where his Commiſſion is Abridged or Limited by 
him that gave it. This (if there is any thing of 
this Nature to be ſeen) our Adverſaries muſt 
ſhew us; till then I preſume we may jultly con- 
clude tor the Supremacy of the Magiſtrate, that it 
123 to no ſuch Limitation or Abridgment. 

ut, 


IT. Others, ſtartled vy the ill Confequences 
and ill Uſes. that have been made of this divine 
Right of Governours, have as ſtrenouſly main- 
tained, That they bave no Claim or Title but 
What is meerly Humane. Their Notion is this, 
That as Men's Wants and Neceſſities at firſt forced 
them into Societies, ſo their Weakneſs and Nakedneſs 
prompted them to think of ConTRAGTs and ALLIAN- 
CES And tho they were at firſt framed and left by 
their Creator in a State of perfett FRezDoM and IN- 
- DEPENDENCE, Yet their utter Inability to defend them- 
ſelves fingly, | obliged them to contrive to unite their 
Forces under ſuch Forms of Polity, as they then thought 
moſt proper and expedient to theſe Ends. So that ac- 
cording. to this Hypotheſis all Government is 
meerly Conditional, and every Chief Magiltrate 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſo much (and no more) 
Authority as conduces to, the Defence, rhe Peace 
and Well-being of that People who have placed 
him over them. E + 
Ses then, no Body will deny but Religion, 
was in the World elore ſuch Forms of Govern - 
ment. 
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ment, and ſince, of all Mattets that might need 
the Inſpection of the Ruler, Religion was likely 
to create the moſt Differences, Diſorders and Vi- 
olences; I ſay on theſe Conſiderations it cannot be 
imagined (for I argue with Men from their own 
Principles, as I ſaid before) but the Magiſtrate 
had Religion among Things of leſs Moment com- 
mitted to his. Care by the Vote of the People, and 
that it was his Right and his Duty to regulate 
Contentions and puniſh Diſorders and Tumults 
prophanely ariſing from it. „ 


I do not ſuggeſt that he was impower'd to do- 
mineer over Men's Private Conſciences ; (That is a 
Truſt no Body can be ſuppoſed of his own Choice 
to part with, or commit to another) but he was 
to regard the Equity of Outward Actions, to re- 
ſtrain the Rage of Zeal or Euthaſiaſimn, to ſee Ju- 
Nice done on the Prieſt and on the People, and to 
provide with Diligence that the Fire of the Tem- 
ple did not inflame the Common- wealth. Without 
this Prerogative, their Laws had been fruitleſs, 
and their Political Compatts to no Purpoſe. 
Wherefore, I ſay again, it muſt be prefumed 
(as I ſhall farther maniteſt undet the next Head) 
that the People could not but confer this Power 
(over Religious Matters) among others on their 
_ Governours (as we know they did in Fact as far 
as we have Notices of any antient Govern- 
ments) and of Conſequence that this Power ſtill 
reſides in them, unleſs the Almighty, by ſome 
ſpecial poſitive revealed Lau, has torbldden them 
to meddle in ſuch Caſes. If there be any ſuch 
poſitive Law, we defire our Adverſaries to pro- 
duce it; *till then, the Examples (as I fhall ew 
you anon) of the ancient Comon- wealth of Iſrael, 


| (whers Preedeurs of this Nate might be Toon- 


$ | 
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eſt expected) give us juſt Cauſe to conclude in 
the Negative. | 


III. There is a third Opinion of the Rights of 
the Magiſtrate (perhaps the juſteſt of all) Thar 
Government in general is indeed by Divine Right 
and ot Divine Iuſtitutiou, but that the particular 
Forms and Specics ot it are entirely left to the 
Choice and Votes of Human Societies. The Light 
of Nature (which was given by the Creator as 
our firſt Guide) readily ſhews us the Neceſſi 
of Goyernment, and the Law of Nature (which 
is the original Law ot God on our Hearts) as 
plainly dictates our Obedience to it. But as we 
can find no Light or no Law that points out any 
partiular Form bove all the reſt, it is thence cet- 
tain, that both our Governours on their Patt ate 
acting without Commiſſion, when they tratiſgreſs 
or alter that Form which was fi it agreed on with 
them, and that the People are breakitig the 
Commands of God, whcn they withhold that 
Submiſſion or Obedience that the ſame Agreement 
©bliges them to. 


Tris laſt Scheme of Government, as it pre- 
ſerves the Natural Liberty of, Mankind from the 
Oppreſſion ot ambitious and tyrannical Princes; 
(their Am hority or Commiſſion being ratifyd by God n 
farther than firſt agreed en by the Subjet) ; ſo, on 
the other Hand, it defends the Dignity of the 
Magiſtrate, and preſerves his Honour and Per- 
ſon inviolable (under Pain of God's Wrath) from 
the rude Populace. For his Commmiſſion (I ſay) 
however limited or extended by Compact with thoſe 
whom he is to govern by it, yet (when once in 
juſt Poſſeſſion) hath the Sa and Sanction of the 
Alinighty himſelf, and thus he acts by God's Au- 

ö C thoritys 


$A, 
thority, and as his Vicegerent. This Notion is not 
more agreeable to Reaſon, than it is conſiſtent 
with the general Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, 
(which enjoyn us to ſtand to Oaths and Pro- 
miſes, to make good our Bargains and Covenants 
with all Men, to render to all their Dues, &c.) 
And it is particularly happy in reconciling the 
two different Expreſſions of St. Paul and St. Pe- 
ter; the firſt of whom ſtiles the prime Magiſtrate 
the * Ordinance of God, the latter the 4 Ordinance 
of Man. Heis Man's Ordinance as the particular 
Form of his Adminiſtration, and the Extent of his 
Power is agreed on by Man: He is God's Ordi- 
nance, as Government in general is of Divine 
Inſtitution, and as God hath enjoyned Obedience 


to every particular Governour when once Or- 
dained. 


Tuus then the Supreme Magiſtrate or Magi- 
ſtrates (be their Denomination what it will, or 
be the Sovereign Power in the Hands of one, 
more, or many) become over the Subjects as 
God's Vicegerents, and act by his Authority: And 
hence it follows (as we proved under the firſt 
Head) that their Juriſdiction is Univerſal, as well 
over the Affairs of Feligion, as of State, unleſs it 
can be ſhewn that the People made any particular 
Feſerve in their firſt Grant, or that God has ſince 
reſtrained their Power by any Revealed Lau. 


Firſt, Tear the People never made ſuch Reſerve 
we conclude becauſe” in the Governments we 


have been acquainted with, we have no Foot- 
ſteps of any ſuch Charter, nor have we heard of 


ſuch 


— 


* Rom. 13. Jer. 1, 2, 3, &c. f 1 Pet. 2. 13. 
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ſuch a Demand. I ſay, ſuch a Demand of general 
Exemption as to Religious Matters made by the Body of 
the People. We have known particular Priviledges 
laid Claim to, and the Performance of particular 
Ingagements demanded (as the French Proteſtants 
might demand the Reſtitution of the f Edict of 
Nantz,, and the Lutherans in Germany might in- 
fiſt with the-* Emperor on the Articles of the 
Interim: But ſuch particular Stipulations are ſo 
far from being againſt us, that I take them to 
confirm our aforeſaid Obſervation, that no Body 
of People do pretend to a general Exemption in Religious 
Matters from the Civil Government; Why elſe do 
they ſtipulate for Particulars? 


I grant you, the Pope and the Emiſſaries of 
Rome are loud enough in their Demands ; but 
they are not to be heard, becauſe the Cauſe is 


their own. They are not pleading for the Peo- 


le, but for themſelves. is more than well 
33 by what Arrtifices they have uſurped the 
Dominion in ſome Countries, over both Prince 
and People, and cunningly deceived, the 'one of 
their Liberty, and the +. of his Prcrogative. 
But however their Claim (be it how ir will) 
comes not to our Point, that the Body of any Na- 


tion pretends to a general Exemption in Religious 
Matters, 


Wr have indeed Inſtances where People have 
been ſo reſolute as ro compel their Governours to 
make Alterations ; but that is ſo far from an Ob- 
jection to what I ſay, that it highly ſtrengthens 
it: For if the Magiſtrate hath not Authority in 

C 2 | Spiritual 
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Spiritual Affairs, why do all Men (as well Prieſt 
as People) apply to him on all Occaſions for At 
teratiins in them? | 


As thus then it is very probable that they did 
not in Fall make any ſuch Reſerve from the Ma- 
giſtrate, ſo I think it is no leſs than certain that 
they ought not of Right to do it: For the End of 
all Government is the Peace and Tranquility of 
the Publick ; and how conld this Peace and 
"8 Tranquility be ſufficiently provided for, if no 
10 Care was taken of that which was likely to 

cauſe the greateſt Diſorders and Diſturbances ? 
0 (I mean Religion, which, tho' the beſt Thing in 
105 the World, yet is molt apt to be corrupted and 
[ abuſed; becauſe it is converſant in Matters of 


| the greateſt Moment bur Uncertainty ; becauſe 
J 5 it is a Subject ſo readily admitted and embraced 
1. by our Attect ons, but ſo hardly comprehended by 
in our Und-rſtand.ngs ; and becauſe ill Men, who 
1 have icaſt of it, do oft times make the faireſt and 
moſt plauſible Pretences toit) If it be ſaid that 


ul | 

14 the People might chooſe to cave theſe Matters 
4 to the Conduct of their Priefts, allow thoſe Prieſts 
. to be ſubordinate and accountable to the Civil 


Powers, and I ask no more. but if it be argued, 
Wy that the Prieſts were independant and abſolute 
14 in their Way, this introduces worſe Diſorders 
than Anarchy it ſclf. This indeed you own in 
- our laſt, you are already convinced of ; and 

g thercſore for People to undertake to ſerve two different 


and independent Maſters, of equal Authority and oppo- 
fete Intereſte, at one Time, and at their own Choice, 
is a Suppolition you will ſpare me the Pains of 


tidiculing. 


80 


(n) 


So then it remains, That the Juriſdiction of 
the Civil Magiſtrate is wuiverfal, unleſs God 
himſelf has been pleaſed to limit it by his own 
Law made known unto us, which we are now 


tO EXAMmine. 


Now, that there is no ſuch Statute of Limita- 
tion in the Old Teſtament, I think is evident 
from the whole Practice of God's own People 
there tranſmitted to us. From Moſes to Zgdekiah 
we find the Civil Magiſtrate (under what Title 
ſocver) conſtantly preſiding over Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs; and of the Kings particularly, we may 
obſerve, that ſcarcely one of them came to the 
Throne, but the Pulſe of — beat very ſen- 
fibly, higher or lower, according the Zeal or 
Lukewarmneſs of that Breath which he blew 
upon it. We may ſee them alternately diſpoſing 
their People for God, or for Baal, as the Hu- 
mour led them; one demoliſhing the Images or 
Altars that the other had eſtabliſhed; and one 
ſetting on foot a Perſecution againſt the Ortho- 
cox, and another againſt Herericks, if I may ſq 
call them. F 


Arp as this Power was thus exerciſed in 
Fa#, ſo I do not there find the leaſt Diſpute of 
the Right to it. I pray you miſtake me not! 
I do nat pretend that any Prince or Power can 
have (ſtriftly) a Right to aboliſh God's Laws, 
or introduce an idolatrous Worſhip ! But I only 
argue, that their Commiſſzou was general; and as 
they were abſolute in Buſineſs of State, ſo they 
were no leſs in Spirituals. Indeed they in ſuch 
Cafes abuſed their Truſt and miſapply'd their 
Power, and we fee them often threatned and 

puniſhe | 
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uniſhed for it in their Perſons or Families ; but 

ill we could never hear that any of them were 
deprived of this Power (ſeparate from the reſt), 
and nothing proves a ſtronger Title to any Prerogative 
or Priviledge than the Continuance after the Abuſe of 
it. Had they not been inveſted by the very Na- 
ture of their Office with this Spiritual Jur ſdi- 
ion, they had been meer Uſurpers in the Exer- 
Ciſe of it; and the Prophets of the Lord, inſtead 
of making ſo frequent Addreſſes and Remon- 
ſtrances to them, would doubtleſs have taken a 
ſhorter Way, and told the People they had no 
Authority, and were not to be obey'd in Matters 
of Religion. | 


Ir it be objected that God did more than this, 
that is, that he actually depoſed thoſe bad K ings for 
fuch Abuſes of their Authority : This is to me a con- 


vincing Argument that this Authority is inſeperable 


from the ſupreme Magiſtrate, God might otherwiſe 
have left them to, govern in Temporals, and com- 
manded his People to ſubmit in Spirituals to the 
High-Prieſt or Prophets Such a Law might 
have been eaſily inacted and declared at any 
Revolution or Alteration of the Succeſſion, had 


not the Almighty thought it inconſiſtent with 


good Order to have more than one Supreme Head 
over one Body, notwithſtanding that one might 
ſometimes happen to be giddy or diſordered. 


Ap as the evil Kings of [rael and Judah thus 
retained this Power, ſo I do not find that the 
beſt of them were {o modeſt as to diſclaim pr. 
They were indeed very intimate with chr 


Clergy, and fond of their Inſtructions, their Ad- 
vice and Admonitions ; but I cannot ——— 
; | | at 


r . Reo 


the 


Ri. 


that they admitted them as more than Councellors 
in any publick Alis of a ſpiritual Nature, and 

* upon ay good Laws or Reformations, 
they monopolized - the Gloxy and Reward to 
themſelves. 


Tnus I conceive the Old Teſtament is clear 
for the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrates (as is 
more than intimated in the Articles of our Church) 
and we ought to preſume that this Supremacy is 
not retracted in the new, becauſe our Adverſaries 
have not been able to ſhew us any ſuch Retracta- 
tion. I ſay our Adverſarics ſhew us! For I be- 
lieve you will grant me (after what I haye ſaid 
is conſidered) that the Burden of Proving lies 
now upon them. However, becauſe my Aim is 
not at Victory, but Conviction, ] will enquire 
for their Sake what theſe inconteſtible Oracles 
deliver of this Matter 


Now it is at firſt Sight obvious that the Pur- 
port of our Lord's (and his Apoſtles) Doctrine, is 
to fulfil and improve the Lau andthe Prophets, to 
inſpire the World with more perfect Notions of 
Juſtice and Benevolence, to teach Mankind to 
be more eaſy and contented with their own, and 
more ready and cheerful in doing good to others. 
As no human Means are more conducing to theſe 
great Ends than a due Subordination to Civil Ma- 
giſtrates, ſo we find ſuch Magiſtrates (tho? the 
World perhaps had never any that were perſonal- 
worſe than in theſe times, yet) for their 
unfion's Sake treated with all Decency and Re- 
ſpe, and Submiſſion to them in all poſſible Caſes 
molt carefully injoyned. 


The 
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vice and Admonitions; but J cannot underſtand 


S ©, 


uniſhed for it in their Perſons or Families; but 

ill we could never hear that any of them were 
deprived of this Power (ſeparate from the reſt), 
and nothing proves a ſtronger Title to any Prevogative 
or Priviledge than the Continuance after the Abuſe of 
it. Had they not been inveſted by the very Na- 
ture of their Office with this Spiritual Jur ſdi- 
gion, they had been meer Uſurpers in the Exer- 
ciſe of it; and the Prophets of the Lord, inſtead 
of making ſo frequent Addreſſes and Remon- 
ſtrances to them, would doubtleſs have taken a 
ſhorter Way, and told the People they had no 
Authority, and were not to be obey'd in Matters 
of Religion. | 


Ir it be objected that God did more than this, 
that is, that he actually depoſed thoſe bad K ings for 
ſuch Abuſes of their Authority : This is to me a con- 
vincing Argument that this Authority is inſeperable 
from the ſupreme Magiſtrate, God might otherwiſe 
have left them to, govern in Temporals, and com- 
manded his People to ſubmit in Spirituals to the 
High-Prieſt or Prophets Such a Law might 
have been eaſily inacted and declared at any 
Revolution or Alteration of the Succeſſion, had 


not the Almighty thought it inconſiſtent with 


good Order to have more than one Supreme Head 
over one Body, notwithſtanding that one might 
ſometimes happen to be giddy or diſordered. 


Axp as the evil Kings of rael and Judah thus 
retained this Power, ſo I do not find that the 
beſt of them were ſo modeſt as to diſclaim zt. 


They were indeed very intimate with their 
Clergy, and fond of their Inſtructions, their Ad- 


that 
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that they admitted them as more than Councelors 
in any publick Adds of a ſpiritual Nature, and 
— upon any good Laws or Reformations, 
they monopolized the Glory and Reward to 
themſelves. 


Tavs I conceive the Old Teſtament is clear 
for the Supremacy of the Civil Magiſtrates (as is 
more than intimated in the Articles of our Church) 
and we ought to preſume that this Supremacy is 
not retracted in the new, becauſe our Adverſaries 
have not been able to ſhew us any ſuch Retracta- 
tion. I ſay our Adverſaries ſhew us! For I be- 
lieve you will grant me (after what I have ſaid 
is conſidered) that the Burden of Proving lies 
now upon them. However, becauſe my Aim is 
not at Victory, but Conviction, I will enquire 
for their Sake what theſe inconteſtible Oracles 
deliver of this Matter 


Now it is at firſt Sight obvious that the Pur- 
port of our Lord's (and his Apoſtles) Doctrine, is 
to fulfil and improve the Lau and the Prophets, to 
inſpire the World with more perfect Notions of 
Juſtice and Benevolence, to teach Mankind to 
be more eaſy and contented with their own, and 
more ready and cheerful in doing good to others. 
As no human Means are more conducing to theſe 
great Ends than a due Subordination to Civil Ma- 
giltrates, ſo we find ſuch Magiſtrates (tho the 
World perhaps had never any that were perſonal- 
worſe than in theſe times, yet) for their 
Funtion's Sake treated with all Decency and Re- 
ſpect, and Submiſſion to them in all poſſible Caſes 
moſt carefully injoyned. 


The 
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8 The Siribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes Sat (faith 
our Lord) this is their Authority; all rhrrefort 
that they command you, that obſerve and do. Let 
every Soul (pray take Notice how comptehenſi- 
bly this is uttered) Let every Soul be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, 8c. ſaith St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Church of Rome. The ſame Apoſtle, in his 
firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, giving Directions about 
Forms of Prayer, Oc. charges, That © in the firft 
Place they ſhould pray for Kings and all in Autho- 
rity, &c. In his Epiſtle to Titus, he commands 
him to mind the Church under his Tuition, That 
they e be ſubjet# to Principalities and Powers, and obey 
Magiſtrates, &c. In like manner St. Peter con- 
jures his Flock and the whole Church, that they 


fubmit to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 


Sake, whether to the King as Supreme, &c. And in 
his ſecond Epiſtle, he gives a moſt fearful Chara- 
Ger of ſuch as } 4 50 Goveraments. I could in- 
ſiſt longer on theſe Teſtimonies, and produce you 
a Cloud of others to ſap; them; but theſe 
things have been ſo unanſwerably urged, and ſo 
often repeated by thoſe abler Pens that have 
pteceded mine upon this Subject, that I am ve- 


rily perſuaded you are already convinced that a 
general Submiſſicu of all Perſins to Rulers and Magi» © 


ates, is at leaſt the general Doctrine of o 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. Th 


Bur not only their general Writings, but theit 
particular Practice, is an ample Confirmation 
| th 
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this Leſſon. We ſce them all led reſigned and 


patient like Lambs to the Slaughter. They never 


fomented the Adm iration and natural Compaſſi- 
on of the Multitude into Tumult or Sedition, 
nor with their Dying Breath reproached their 
Judges with Uſurpation of Authority, or med- 
ling with Matters beyond their Province. 


Tris entire Submiſſion to the Civil Powers, was 
ſo remarkable in Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and the 
Primitive Chriſtians, that it hath given Birth or 
Nouriſhment in theſe Jatter Ages, to. a Vulgar 
Error that goes by the Name of Paſſive Obedience, 


the Meaning of which is, in ſhort, That what- 


vever be the Tyrannies, Oppreſſions, or Incroachments of 
the Chief Magiſtrate, the People are bound (whether 
Clergy or Laity) with Patience to ſubmit and ſuffer all, 
without Reſiſtance or Oppoſition. 


Ir you will give me Leave, I will digreſs a 
hetle (tho? it be not utterly foreign to my Sub- 
je& neither) to give you my Opinion of this ex- 
travagant and miſtaken Loyalzy. 


Tux Foundations of this Error, I take to be 
chiefly theſe three, Iſt. Not attending to the dit- 
ferent Conſtitutions of Bodies Politick. 2. Not 
diſtinguiſning betwixt the Oppreſſion of ſingle 
Perſons, and of whole Societies ; And 3. Not un- 
derſtanding, or elſe not heeding that Uſurpation of 
Authority, and Miſapplication of it, are two di- 
vers Things. I will ſpeak a Word or to each of 


theſe ſeverally. 


1. Tus Difference of Politick Conſtitutions or 
Human Ordinances, is ſuch, that the Supreme Ma- 
As D giſtrate 
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giſtrate is intitled to very different Meaſures of Sul- 
zhiſſion in one Country, from what he is in ano- 


ther. Accordingly, as the Power is originally com- 


mitted (either in a greater or leſs Degree, either 
to one or many) under the ſame Terms, is each 
Nation bound to pay its Allegiance. That Peo- 
ple who have reſerved to themſelves a Right to be 
governed by their Old Laws, or to chooſe New 
ones, may (I think) juſtly ſtand in Defence of 


that Right when invaded by the Prince; whereas 


thoſe who have given themſelves implicitly to 


the Will and Arbitration of their Governours, 


have much more Reaſon paſſively to ſubmit to 
that Mill. "Fc 


2. Aoain, there is a wide Odds when 4 
whole People is oppreſs'd, or only a ſingle Per- 
ſon. Laws muſt be calculated tor the general 
Good, and perhaps no Penal Law can be made, 
but with ſome Hardſhip on particular Perſons, 
whoſe Duty therefore 1t is for that Puhlick Good, 
50 1 their Private Intereſt. Tis for the Good 
of the whole World that Trajan be Emperor ; 
wherefore, tho* I am (as I think) unjuſtly diſ- 


placed or proſecuted by Trajan, yet I will not ſtir 
up a Rebellion againſt him, leaſt I ſhould in- 


jure the Common Safety and Repole. But, 


3. Taz greateſt Snare of all, is, not conſider- 
ing the juſt Diſtinction betwixt Miſapplication and 
Uſurpation of Authority. If the former were in 
every Inſtance to be reſiſted, no Government 
could be ſafe for an Hour, for it is impoſſible 
for any Magiſtrate to be infallible in this Re- 


ſpe& : If the latter be not ſometimes reſiſted or 


oppoſed, there is no ſuch Thing as Liberty 1 
the 
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the World, nor has any Man a Security of any 


thing he poſſeſſes, whilſt any other has a Mind 
to it. I will ſpare you the Trouble of explaining 
theſe Terms by a familiar Inſtance. 


I call that the Uſurpation of Authority, when any 
Perſon takes upon him a farther Juriſdiftion than the 
Laws (the known Laws) of that Society under which 
he is comprehended, have aſſigned unto him; As if, 
here in England, a Juſtice of the Peace ſhould un- 
dertake to decide Titles, and grant Writs of 
Ejectment; if a Sheriff ſhould offer to execute 
without a Warrant ; a Biſhop rake Men into 
Cuſtody for Debt; or if a King, who is Supreme 


Executor of the Law, ſhould think fit to make, diſ- 


nce with, or aboliſh all Laws at his Will and 
387g This, I ſay, is an Uſurpation of Autho- 


rity ;, for he that in any Act whatſoever goes beyond 
bis Commiſſion, is in that Aft without any . F 


and if he that has only Right to judge or go- 
vern me by Law, will therefore pretend to do it 
without Law, he does the ſame as he that dc- 
mands of his Neighbour an Ox becauſe he owes 
him a Sheep. So. obvious is this Truth, that 
there is no one, but in ſome of the fqreſaid Ca- 
ſes, would make bold to refit; and I conteſs I 
can ſee not the leaſt Reaſon why not in al! as 
well as in Either. In the laſt Caſe I own I take 
Reſſiſtance to be as juſtifiable as in any, for in the 
former the Oppreilion is more private and parti- 
cular, and the Precedent leſs dangerous, whereas 
the latter threatens the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple and their lateſt Poſterity. | 


A, By T the Miſapplication of Authority is a quite 
difterent Thing, and in LP Caſe the Ea 
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js of no Conſequence to Futurity. I call that a 
Miſapplication of Authority, when a lawful Penalty 
1 lawfully laid by Miſtake on a guiltleſs Perſon, or 
the like. To ſhew you that ſuch a Thing is 

oſſible, ſuppoſe (here in England) an innocent 

an arraigned on a ſtrong Suſpicion of Felony ; 
he ſubmits to his Jury, which Jury, upon good 
Evidence (as they think) bring ki 


| im in guilty, 
and the Judge condemns him, which Sentence is 
confirm'd and executed by the King's Autho- 
rity. Now, that this Penalty is lauful, muſt be 

antea, becauſe it is what the Law dire&s : 

hat it is Jawfally laid, is plain, becauſe laid by 
lawful Authority, and upon Jawful Convittion. 
This therefore I take to be one Inſtance of Miſ- 
application of Authority, and a proper Occaſion 
for putting Paſſive Obedience in Practice; and no 
ood Man would (I ſuppoſe) in this Caſe be an- 
werable for the Conſequences of reſiſting Au- 
thority, tho* to ſave his Life. 
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Acaix ; *Tis agreed that King, Lords, and 
Commons are the Supreme Legiſlature in this 
Nation; ſuppoſe then they ſhould paſs an Act to 

uniſh with Death all Diſſenting Teachers, as 

preaders of Sedition? It cannot be deny'd, but 
they have a competent Authority to make ſuch a 
Law, becauſe, as it is their own Province to pro- 
vide againſt Sedition, ſo they muſt be Judges 
what Sedition is. Here then would be another 
Inſtance of what I ſhould call Miſapplication of 
Power; for tho* ſome of thoſe Teachers may 
poſſibly ſo behave themſelves as to deſerve the 
Penalty, yet no one will deny, but ſuch an Act t 
would fall very hard on many innocent Perſons 
of that Character, and ſuch I ſhould take to - — 

b with 
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with reſpect to the Laws) juſt in the Circum- 
— of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, and 
by their Example ought they paſſively to ſub- 
mit. (I ſaid, with reſpet# to the Laws, becauſe I 
would not give Offence, by comparing the A- 
ſtles to our Diſſenting Teachers. The former 
ad the poſitive Command of God for what 
they did, which they were able to give a Teſti- 
mony of by their miraculous Works; the latter 
have only their Conſcience to plead for them, 
and their Ignorance to excuſe them ; but yer I 
muſt again athrm that, with reſpett tothe Laws ; as 
to diſobeying the Civil Powers, or oppoling the 
Eſtabliſbd Religion (which in every Country, and 
by every Government, is beſure thought the tru- 
cſt). In this Reſpect, I ſay, would. both (upon 
paſting ſuch an A#) be in the ſame Circumſtan- 
ces, and therefore were the latter bound in Con- 
ſcience to learn Submiſſion by the Example of the 
former.) For the Apoſtles themſelves were 
look'd on in thoſe Times as Teachers of ſtrange 
Doflrines, and Spreaders of Sedition; and it muſt 
be granted, that tho* they were the innocenteſt 
People in the World, and had the immediate 
Order of Heaven tor what they did, yet in the 
Eye of. the Law they were Diſturbers of the 
Community, and Enemies to the Eſtabliſh” d Re- 
ligiont, and ſo fell by a juſt Authority the Su- 
preme Powers of thoſe Countries; tho' that Au- 
thority, and the Acts of thoſe Powers were, I ſay, 


miſapply d. 


Tuis ſevere Trial (as their Maſter * foretold 
them) was laid upon them by God himſelf, as a 
Teſt 
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Teſt of their Conſtancy, and as an Argument to 
the World of the Sincerity of their Mon. They 
had the Command of the Almighty to preach 
the Goſpel in all Nations, tho' by that very 
oY they became obnoxious to the Penal 
aws thoſe Nations; and the Wages they 
expected for their A Obedience to God, was 
to put in practice a Paſſive Obedience to his Vice- 
gerents on Earth. | To ga 


For (to return now to my Subject, the Su- 
premacy) I muſt ſtill ſay, that thoſe Magiſtrates 


were God's Vicegerents, and had by their Office 


(notwithſtanding their Perſonal Vice or Infide- 
by) a lawful Preſidence over Things and Per- 
{ons belonging to Religion, otherwiſe thoſe Holy 
Sufferers would, no doubt, have objected to their 
Juriſdictions. That undaunted Apoſtle who ſo 
{martly * expoſtulated on his Priviledge of being 
a Roman, would queſtionleſs have urged with no 
leſs Vchemence, the Exemption of a Chriſtian. 
The ſame brave Perſon would never have plead- 
ed in ſo ſubmiſſive a manner before the f Roman 


Prefetis, nor baſely proſticured his Cauſe and his 


Vocation by an Appeal unto Ceſar, had he not 
been well ſatisfy*d ot the Competency of their Au- 
thority in ſuch Acts of Judicature. | 


Tur ſame may be ſaid of our Lord himſelf, 
who, tho' he was eminently the Son of God, 
et (for an Example to us) he dwelt in this 
World, and behaved himſeltf in it; he took every 
thing, and ſubmitted to every thing as an I or- 
; | dinary 


— — * 


* Acts 16. 37. Chap. 27. 25. Acts 23, 24, 
25. Chapters. | Gal. 4. 4. 
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dinary Man. Thus being accuſed before Pilate 
of Matters both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, he made 
no nice Diſtinctions on his Authority about the 
one or the other, but upon the Governour's tel- 
ling him, That his * Power extended either to ac- 

uit or condemn him; his Anſwer amounted to a 

onfirmation of his Authority, That it was gi- 
ven him from alove. That by this our Lord did 
-not mean a bare brutal Strength or Power with- 
out Right (ſuch as may be aſcrib'd to a Cut- 
throat or Aſflaſhn) is very plain, by what he adds 
immediately after, Therefore he that delivered me 
unto thee, hath the greater Sm. Which is as much 
as to ſay, Thou haſt ſome Excuſe becauſe thou 
art acting in the Office aſſigned thee, thy Place 
requires thee to judge ſuch Matters as are 
brought to thy Tribunal, but for Judas who 
begayed me, or theſe Fews who falſly accuſe me 
before thee, their Crime is without Cloak or 
Plea. | 


Tnus did Chriſt, both by Word and Exam- 
ple, confirm the Supremacy we are contending 
for: And (to ſpeak freely) I can never believe 
that he who taught the Viſdom of the Serpent, as 
well as the Innocence of the Dove, would other- 
wiſe have left us ſo inſnaring a Pattern. Had it 
been the Office of the 'High-Prieſt ro pronounce 
his Sentence, or had not.that Senrence necded the 
t Ratification of the Prefect, our Saviour had now 
a fair Opportunity to declare it to the World: 
For it ſeems to me highly improbable that he, 
who could have called | iwvelve Legions of Angels to 
his Reſcue, would have ſubmitted to the Crbis by 


an 
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an incompetent Authority. This I the rather pre- 
ſume, becauſe he always miraculoufly * conveigh- 
ed himſelf away from popular Tumults, as if his 
Death had not been ſo truly meritorious had he not 
expired in Subjetion to the Laws. 


I hope 57 — will not captiouſly miſtake me, as 
if I would inſinuate, that that raſh Judge did no 
more than Juſtice in condemning him whom him- 
ſelf had declared immocent : I only ſay, that. as he 
had the Commiſſion of Ceſar himlielf, he had fſuff« 
cient Authority to be Judge in all Matters, as 
well ſpiritual as temporal, and therefore that his 
Condemnation of the Innocent asus was not an 
Uſurpation of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, but only a 
(baſe) Miſapplication of it, and on that Account 
was ſubmitted to. ELIOT oy. 


Tun Argument I am upon, is yet farther 
ſtrengthned by our Lord's Behaviour, and his 
Language in the Garden. When Simon Peter be- 

n to refit, and to ſtand upon his Defence, 
ow ſharp was the Rebuke ? How: fearful was 
the Menace, + That all that take the Sword: ſhould 
perifh e Sword ? When Chriſt gave this ge- 
neral Caveat againſt zaking the Sword, did he de- 
fign to cut off all Self Preſervation, and to de- 
prive, his Followers of Defence againſt Injuſtice 
and Violence in all Cafes whatſocver? Sure no 
Man will affirm this, unleſs he has a Mind to 
perſuade the whole Church to periſh, as there 
threatned! Did he then only mean to prevent 


uſing Violence to obſtruct legal Proceſs, and to 


forbid! refſting- the lawful Commaiſſuons of the higher 
Powers? This yields the Argument, m_ the 


. 
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Commiſſion of thoſe who came to take our Lord; 
was lawful, and conſequently that himſelf- and all 
Ecclefiaſticks were ſubordinate to thoſe higher Powers. 


I Havz this good while foreſeen an Objecti- 


on againſt what I have been urging, which I 


will here ſtay to anſwer. 


I Mar (xpect to be told, that *tis ridiculous 
enough in me, firſt to make a Diſtinction be- 
twixt Uſurpion and Miſapplication of Authority; 
to decry Obedicnce and Submiſſion to the former, 


and yet at laſt to argue for the Supremacy of the 


Civil Magiſtrate, from the Submiſſion that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles made, to the vileſt Uſurpers that 
ever were in the World; for ſuch were Tiberius, 
Nerd, and the reſt under whom thoſe Holy Ones 
ſuffered. To this I anſwer, | 


In the firſt Place, I think the Strength of my 
Argument does not turn upon the Titles of Ti- 
berius, and the reſt of thoſe Tyrants, to the Civil 
Empire: Our Queſtion here, is not ſo much 
whether they were lawful Emperors, but whe- 
ther, being intitled to the Civil Government, 


they had thence a Title to preſide in Spirituals. 
But a little better to humour the Objection, 


Br whatever Artifices theſe ambitious Men 


had worked themſelves into a Dominion over 


the Senate, and the almoſt fole Command of 


the Roman Empire, I take this to be a Matter a- 
bove the Inquiry of a private Subject. Had any 


Quarrel or Conteſt broke out berwixt them, in- 


deed the People muſt then have been appealed 


to, and the Swords of ſueh muſt have been Um- 


pires (as they frequently were) betwixt the con- 


E tending 


as. (Boo a ne 
tending Parties. But as long as the whole Legi- 
ſlature was united (tho* out of Form or Order), 
as long as the * Prince or Chief of the & nate (for 
ſo Tiberius humbly ſtiled himſelf, and what I ſhall 
ſay of him, may be apply'd to the reſt) and the 
Senate it ſelf ſeemed to agree (tho the vileſt 
Means were made uſe of both to flatter and terri 
them into 4 er ſo long in my 
3 no ſingle Subject could reaſonably re- 
ject thoſe Ads that were made by ghe Authority 
ot both. We have had à f King in Pete, who 
is thought by ſome to have been as much Prince 
or Maſter of his Parliament, as ever was Tiberius 
of the Romas Senate; yet thoſe very Men who 
have ſo thought, have not queſtioned the Vali- 
dity of thoſe Statutes that were inacted under 


him. 


Bur if this may be anſwered. of every private 
Riman, much more certainly of the Inhabitants 
of the remote and tributary Provinces. The Land 
of Judea had been a great many Years under the 
Roman Government; the 4 Jews, as well as 
their Neighbours, were (if not conquered yet) 
Ar leaſt reduced to a Compliance by the Great 
Pompey. . They had ever ſince been profeſſed Sub- 
jects a ributaries to Rome, whatcver Revoln- 
tions had happen'd there, they were ſtill carry'd 
(hen the Storms were over) with the Fate of 
the Capitol, and whatever Compacts or Conditi- 
ons their Maſters (the Roman Senate) cither yo- 
luntarily or of force entered into, whatever Ti- 
tle they gave the Chief Magiſtrate, whether Cop- 
ful, Dictator, Caſar, Triumvir, Prince, or General, 
they (the Provincial Subjects) had nothing io, do 
1 | . „„ 
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with Diſputes of this Nature, bur, according to 

their Treaty, were to ſubmit as Swbjefts of the 
great Roman Empire. As this is the general 
Practice in all Countries, fo Inſtances in our own 
are too obvious to need Deſcription ; and ſhould 
again happen ſuch unfortunate Incidents.that our 
Succeſſion ſhould be alter'd, or our Conſtirution 
impair'd by a general Concyrrence at Home, 
would any one wonder at, or blame our Foreign 
Plantations, Acquiſitions or Ci ngqueſis for ſubmiting 
to it? It is therefore my Opinion, that tho 
Ceſar x7, might be juſtly enough ſtiled a Ty- 
rant or U wen among the Roman Senators, yet, 
8 long as themſelves publickly acquieſced, their 
Silence amounted to a Recidention of ' his Com- 
miſſions over the diſtant Provinces, and therefore 
of conſequence that Pontius Pilate had lawful Au- 
thority in Civil Affairs in the Province of Judea, 
and from thence (as I think I have already made 
good) a Univerſal Supremacy. Ls 


Tuvs then did Chriſt and his Diſciples main- 
tain the Spiritual Authority of Magiſtrates, tho“ 
Unbelievers'; can it then be imagined that the 
lame was afterwards taken trom them by their 
Fe weak Obriſtians? Might not they Who be- 
fore could puniſh with Death, afterwards pre- 
Jume to give a few Preſcriptions of Decency or 
a 6 ave ie e Muſt the ſame Man, who, an In- 

del, Try: Cogniſance of the Behaviour both gt 
Prieſt and People, as ſoon as he is-baptized, be- 
come fimelf a Subject? Would theſe Holy Fa- 
thers make ſo bad a Return, and give ſo ſmall 
zn Incouragement to their Chriſtian Convexts ? 
They ho would give up their Lives with ſuch 
Cheerfulneſs for the Intereſt of Religion, would 
n 


(25) 


rency to thoſe who were beſt able to promote and 
- propagate. it? Would they ſuffer any thing ra- 
ther than break the Peace, and at the ſame time 
do nothing to preſerve it? Let us ſuppoſe a Caſe 
or two. 17481 | 


A Roman Emperor ſets forth an Edict, That 
every one who ſhould be taken at the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, ſhould be immediately crucify d! In 
this Caſe (tho? the Primitive Zeal was ſuch, that 
no Danger could prevent their Meeting, yet 
undoubtedly. they would take at leaſt ſo muc 
Notice of the Law, as to aſſemble privately for 
fear of the Penalty; and thus their Diſcipline is 

already changed in ſome Degree by the Edict of 

an Infidel ! Suppoſe then by a Second, he ſhould 
exempt all from the fareſaid Penalty who ſhould 
be careful to ailcemble with their Doors open, 
by a Third he requires it to be berwixt Sun and 
Sun, I ask any (over Man whether thoſe Chri- 
ſtians who ſhouid have refuſed Compliance, had 
not been Madmen? ('Tis in vain for you to 
argue that ſuch Compliance would have been ex- 
torted, for from thoſe wh? fear not Death nothing 
can be extorted ; and you cannot allow that thoſe 
Chriſtians would have complied to the Emperor, 
without granting ſuch Compliance to be in it ſelf 
lawful ; tor Danger or Temptation cannot make that 
Aftion ro be innocent that is naturally finful. Tis 
naturally ſinful to commit Idolatry, and therefore 
no Threats or Promiſes could perſuade the firſt 
Chriſtians to offer Sacrifice; but it is a Thing in- 
different whether we preach at nine or at eleven of 
the Clock ; and therefore I conclude the ſame 
_ -Men would have obeyed ſuch an Order from the 

Magiſtrate.) But ſuppoſe a kinder Reflection 

«ſhould ſucceed, and Cæſar ſhould _— 


build Churches at the publick Coſt, upon Con- 


dition they would have them in ſuch a particular 


Form (but withour Indecency or Superſtition) ro 
diſtinguiſh them from the Heathen Temples, can 


it be believed that the Antient Church was ever 


ſo phrentick as to refuſe ſuch an Offer? Suppoſe 
yet warmer Bowels of Indulgence, and the Em- 
peror ſhould propoſe (upon Conſideration of the 
publick Benefit of Religion) to ſettle certain 
Lands and Sipends on their Ecclefiafticks, upon 
Condition that they would abſtain from all mean 


and ſervile Imployments, and * to diſtinguiſh 


themſelves and their Function 


| y certain proper 
venerable Habits ; would this, think you, have 
diſpleaſed them ? Thus may we go on till we 
have gained a Supremacy for a Heathen; for if he 


may preſcribe theſe, why not all other indiffe- 


rent Things? And tho' this Submiſſion would 
be but by way of Contratt, yet ſuch Contra would 


render them accountable to him, if they become 


Delinquents. 


Tus you ſee, that Civil Magiſtrates are not 


only by their very Office intitled to a Preſidence 
over Spirituals, but they muſt be preſumed to be 


ſo, even upon Contra#, on the firſt Eſtabliſhing, or 
Toleration of the Chriſtian Religion. This Argu- 


ment hath made ſuch an Impreſſion upon me, 


that I muſt beg Leave to repeat a little of it in 
other Words. N. 


Sour pos then St. Paul (on his Appeal unto 
Caſar) had had a favourable Audience at that 
Powerful Court! we may be ſure he would have 


been taxed with the uſual Scandal that was ſet 


on foot by the malicious Jews of thoſe Times: 


That the Chriſtiags were a ſtubborn and unruly Peo- 
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ple; that they went about ſowing Sedition, and turging 
the World upfide down ; That they preached 2 6 
Gods, and courted Allegiance to a New 2 „ one 
Jeſus of Galilee. Queſtionleſs the Anſwer the A- 
poſtle would have made to this Charge was ut- 
terly to deny it. He would have cold the Em- 
« peror, that the * Kingdom which they talk'd of, 
© was not of this World; That ſeſus diſclaimed be- 
ing a f Judge or Divider of Eaxthly Matters: 
That he came nat to make the leaſt Alterations 
in Human Governments, nor to ſtir up the 
* leaſt Diſpute, among Men about their Rights, 
« Privileges, or Prerogatives. That the I inc 
< which they taught, tended to the Eſtabliſhment 
and Security of Governments : That the De- 
« ſign of the Goſpel was to temper Mankind for 
* Submiſſion and Obedieace : That, as it was 
_ © Chrilt's on Care to live in an humble Subje- 
«© tion to the Laws, ſo the Charge he left behind 
© him, was, to I render unto Caſar the Things that 


© are Caſar's. 


Surrosx now this juſt Apology had been 
hearkened to with @ ſuitable Generoſity, and 
that Caſar had reply d, That if this were the 
VDoctrine, and this the Practice of the why be 


ans in earneſt, he could ſee no Reaſan w 
« ſhould perſecute or interdi& them: That him- 
« felt was unſatisfy d about the Authority of any 
Religion: That therefore he ſhould he inclined 
to incourage that which tended moſt to the 
« Peace and Welfare of the Commau-wealth : 
« Wherefore, if theſe Things were really ſo as 
no repreſented, (if the Imperial Council, upon 
a ſtrict Examination, ſhould report them a9 BY 
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t {6)-he would eftabhifh theit Religion over the Em- 
©. pire oy 2 Law; that is, he would allow them 
6 Toms es, ſettle Stipends on their Prieſts, make 
them free of the City, give them a Vote in 
the Choice of Magiſtrates; and admit their Bi- 
«ſhops into the Senate; only upon theſe Condi- 
© tions, that they would appear before his Coun- 
eil and manifeſt rhe Truth of what they now 
told him; That they would promiſe ſtill to 
« behave rhemlelves as Subiects of the Empire ; 
That they would continue to act, or elſe to 
« ſuffer in Conformity to the Laws: That any of 
« their Clergy, who (under Pretence of Preach- 
ing) ſhould ſtir up Sedition, ſhould be liable to 
« the uſaal Puniſhments in ſuch Caſes: Thar to 
prevent Tumults and Diſorders among the Peo- 
© ple, they ſhould ſuit their Ordinances about in- 
c. Aigerent Things as near as they could (by the 
Direction of the Senate) to the Cuſtoms and 
« Confſtitations of the Civil Government : That, 
' « for the better Security of the Peace in this Be- 
1 half, every publick Teacher ſhould (as a Qua- 
8 iffcat ion for the Priviledges here ſtipulated) take 
c 
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© 2 ſolemn Oath to ſtand to this Agreement, and 
(on Pain of Deprivation) ever after keep it. 


I now con jure you to lay your Hand upon 


/ your Heart, and give me direct Anſwers to theſe 
e three ſhort Queſtions. 

* 1. WovtD not this worthy Apoſtle have given 
n 'a thoufand Thanks for this generous Offer, and 
e readily accepted it with all the Conditions ? 

1 2. WovrD not ſuch Acceptance have rendered 
, Cæſar Judge of their Behaviour, and ſubjected both 


their Perſons and Eſtates to a juſt /iftation from 
the Throne ? 3. Woulp 


ORE 
3. WovrtD not ſuch judicial Viſitation be 2 jaſt 
argument for us and all Chriſtians to acknowledge 
the Lawfulneſs of the Civi] Supremacy ? 


PxrHars ſome may think that Thave made too 
free with the Sovereign Power, by ſuppoſing the 
Emperor to ſtipulate (as aforeſaid) for that Su- 
premacy, which was his unqueſtioned Right be- 
tore: I confeſs nothing leſs than the. ſcandulous 
Imputations of Treaſon and Rebellion, that were 
then frequently laid on thoſe moſt innocent Peo- 
ple, could make ſuch a Suppoſition pardonable! 
or with what Shadow of Reaſon can any one 
imagine that the Apoſtles ever aimed art any ſuch 
thing as an ' Independency on the C vil Powers? 
What the leaſt Hint or Inſinuation did they ever 
give to their Followers, that they who were be- 
re Subjects, ſhould, by the embracing their Re- 
ligion, become their own Maſters, or that the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhould ſet them at Liberty from 
the Kings of the Earth? Is there one Text in 
the whole Canon of Scripture that offers to re- 
leaſe us from our Worldly Contracts, or excuſe us 
from the Duties incumbent on us from our diffe- 
rent Stations or Relations among Men? * Render 10 
all their Dues, (ſaith this Divine Penman) Tribute 
to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear 
ro whom Fear, Houour to whom Honour. Again, | If 
any Brother (Chriſtian) hath a Wife that believeth 
not, and Pe ts pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not 
put her away. Aud the Wyman that hath an Hushand 
that believeth not; and if he be pleaſed to dwell with 
her, let her not leave him. Let | every Man abide in 
the ſame Calling whereing he was called: Art ff — 
| | called, 


— 


] 


' 
* — * 
to * _ 4 C a * 5 * 
- — — — ͥ́CT—-t — — = — 2 => - = AS 
—_— ſp ——— —X = —_ —— MM - l — - 
- 2 
. — — — — Kt - RY - 4 
— == — — x — 8 =2 
of x — = = 
- &. - * — - 

— = 2 - — > = - _—_— % - 


| 

0 

7 
. 


E 53 = : * 
DD ——ͤ — 


— 


— 5 = 5 


* . 
[ ; 
' * 
: 
: 
15 = 
4 þ 
1 
144 
1 
1 0 
1 5 o 
j? | 
vio * 
{ 
ile 
1 2 
bg 
N 
* 
9 
; 
N 4 
x | 
[ 
117 f 


— "IR 
. 
l —— — 5 
T.. en rs 4 
1 * 


* Rom. 13.7. r Cor. 7. 12, 13. f Ver. 20. 
if Ver. 21. | 


rr 2uCj9Jawtrm mwwco wÞoacom_r oe. 


9 — 1 


1 


c ˙ bin, RE 


„ 
called, being a Servant, care not for it; but if thou 
maieſt be made free, uſe it rather. Now what Inter- 


pretation can you or any Man give to theſe and 
the like Texts of Seripture, but that before Sr 


tioned? That is, that the Religion of Chriſt 
docs not croſs or obſtru& the Buſineſs of this 
World, or the common [tereſt of Nations : That 
Faith does not thwart the Precepts of Morality : 
That we are not, by becoming Chriſtians, to fore 

et that we are Men: That every one mind the 
Durics which before he was obliged to: That the 
Converted Husband muſt continue to cheriſh his 
Unbelieving Wife : That the Wife go on to reve- 
rence and obey her Unbelieving Huzband : That 
the Servant be conſtant in Duty and Fidelity to 
his Unbelieving Maſter ; and the Subject diſcharge 
his uſual Allegiance without any Reſerve to his 
Unbelieving Sovereign. | 


Ir it be poſſible that here the old Objection 
ſhould again riſe in your Stomach, I can but re- 
peat what I have ſaid already (in effect) to caſe 
you of your Pain, Tis in vain for you and I to 
talk, that it is pity an Infidel ſhould be Head of a Body 
of. Chriſtians, or to wiſh it to be otherwiſe, if the 
Infinite Miſdom has ſo ordained it! The Light of 
ature plainly diſcovers to us the Neceſſity of 
Government, and the Neceſſity of its Unity ; and 
the Law of Gd, both Natural and Revealed, in- 
joyns us to comply with it in all poſſible (i. e. 
lawful) Caſes. Now if Religion had the Privi- 
ledge of cutting in ſunder theſe Sacred Bonds, 
and exempting its Followers from all Sbmiſſien 
as well as Obedience, what Rebel or Incendia- 
ry. would ever want a Pretence to diſturb the 
eace ? Whereas, if (according to what I have 
been indeavouring to youre) we are bound to 

| | | deltity 
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- teſtify our Allegiance, by ſuffering where we are 
not able to do 5 by acting A is the beſt Anti- 
dote againſt vile Impoſtors, and our being be- 
guiled by them. For this Power of the Magi- 
rate is of excellent Uſe for the Diſcovery of 
Truth from Falfhood ; for when Perſons dare to 
lay down their Lives in witneſs of what they re- 
late, we may depend on their Sincerity ; whereas 
were Counterfeits in Religion ſubjcct to no ſuch 
Trial (as they could not be but by this Power of 
the Magiſtrate) it were impoſſible ſometimes t0 
diſcover their Villanies. Lis true, this Power 
may happen to tall hard on thoſe that little de- 
ſerve its Severity, but , better that V tue be 
ſame:imes in Danger, than that Vice be always in a 
State of Security. Lis indeed to be lamented that 
Governors do fo frequently mſ:pply their Autho- 
rity ; but were they therefore deprived of that 
Authority, nothing but Ruin and Deſolation 
would be left. - 13 


Bor conſider, I beſcech you, that Mankind. is 
governed (as well as all Nature) for the moſt part 
by Eternal and genera! Laws! No it was not to 
be expected (gencra y ipraking) that the Magi- 
ſtrate and his Subjects ſhould be of different Re- 
ligions, (tor who would ſuppoſe that any People 
wou d chooe a Sovereign of an oppoſite Faith, 
or that every Socicty would not take care at 
their original Agreement to make the Profeſſion of 
the Natieunl Religion a Condition of his Inaugura» 
tion?) and thcrefore it is no Wonder that the 
great Creator ſet bim generally over them in Af- 
fairs of chat Nature, The Chriſtian Religion, 1 
confeſs, had ſomething very particular in it, but 
it was only in being denied all worldly Advan- 
tages. It was to make its way (by an inward. 

| Light 
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Light and Strength) thro” all the Difficulties and 
Oppoſitions that are incident to thoſe who would 
reform others. It expoſed its Publiſhers to all the 
Contempt 


and Mitery that Innocence can ſuffer : 
It * * them to ſubmir to all the Perſecutions 
that Cruelty could invent, or Tyrants ſet on 
foot, with this only Conſolation, That their Hup- 
pine(s was to come, their H pe in the next Life, and 
that thoſe /;ghe Afflictons were working for them a 


Far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory He 


theretore that would not accept ot Chriſtianity on 
theſe Terms, muſt content himſelf without it; 
for St. Paul publickly * confeſſes and maintains, 
that he knew of nothing elſe to recommend it. 
Happy indeed, thrice happy are thoſe Nations 
who have got this Religion eſtabliſhed by their 
Laws, and woven into their Conſtitut on of State, 
and who have reſerved to themſclves and their 
Poſterity, a juſt Right to ſtand in its Defence! 
Bur all this Happreſs is but accidental, through 
God's Indulgence, or their own or their Ance- 
ſtors Induſtry ; ſo that 1 may ſtill affirm, that 
none of theſe Advantages are eflential to 'riftia- 
nity ; that the Works and Ette&s of the Goſpel 
are naturally f ird, and on our Hearts; that 
it undertakes to free us only from the Spiritual 
Toke of Sin and Satan, but leaves us bound (as we 
were before) to our Wirldly Relati ns, Rulers and Go- 
wverncus, without regard to their private Diſpofirions 


or (ualifications. 


- Ir. then ſo much is due to an Unbeliever, ſurely 
thoſe Nations who are bleſſed with Chriſtian 
* ee and Magiſtrates of their own Natio- 
nal Faith and . have a much nee 
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Inducement to aſſert their, Juriſdiction - over af 
Cauſes and Perſons. Is there any Incongruity in 
the Notion that God's own Vcegerem ſhould 
have the principal Care of his Worſhip? Is a 
Common- wealth of Chriſtians ſo monſtrous a 
. that it muſt have more than one Had? 
Is there any Abſurdity that a Chriſtian King 
ſhould repreſent Chriſt? May that Divine Per- 
ſon who is ſtiled our King, as well as our Prieft, 
may he not be repreſented in the one Capacicy 
as well as in the other? To pray and to govern 
are two Things; and tho' in the Primitive 
Church (before Chriſt's Kingdom was come in 
Perfection, and before the Magiſtrates of the 
Earth would trouble themſelves with any Nori- 
ces of the Chriſtian Affairs) the ſame Perſons 
were forced to diſcharge both Offices together; 
yet as ſoon as ever the Rulers of any Country 
were converted to Chriſt, they took the Care 


and Government of the Churches and Churchmen 


as part of their proper Office. 


L need not ſay by what Steps (thro' their own 
indiſertet Zeal, and the Craft of tne Degenerate 
Clergy) they loſt this Po ver, or ſcemed for ſome 
Ages to ſuſpend it, afterwards ; but it is ſu ffici- 
ent for me to have ſhewn tneir juſt Claim and 
Title to it. Where fore from a ſtrict and impar- 
tial Reflection on all theſe Premiſſes, from à cloſe 
examination of both Scripture and Reaion, from 
a deep Conſideration of the Nature and End of 
Government it (elf, from the Teſtimony ot Ged's 
Laws, both Natural and Revealed, and from Us 
_ watverſal conſent, and Agreement of both Prieſt aud 
People in the moſt Innocent Ages: 1 conclude 
this ro be a fundamental Principle among ai1good 
Chriſtians. That the Civil Magiſtrate is Oos 
5 1 Rcpreſentauve 
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ative over Spirituals as well as Tempo- 


R 


rals, that he is under Chriſt the Supream Head 


over all Cauſes and all Parties; that his Laws are 
to be the Common Rule, and himſelf the Judge 
of all our Publick Actions, and that nothing can 
excule our Obedience to his Commands but the 
Commands of God. | 


Trav s, Sir, I have ſpoken my Thoughts on 


this Subject without the leaſt reſerve, affeRation, 
or by-end ; and there is now little remaining 
- on my Hands but to conjure you to conſider in 


good carneſt the Arguments I have laid before 
_ and then to tell me whether theſe few 
brs you complain of in your laſt are not quite 


taken oft? Whether they arc or no, I am ſure you 


are too generous to take it in ill part, that I have 
ou my ſelf this Task for your Satisfaction. For 
do not look on this as a Matter of meer Spe- 


culation or an exerciſe of the Fancy; But I am 


verily perſwaded that it is the true Intereſt of 
every honeſt Britton that this Important Article 
were heartily embraced, and rightly underſtood. 


1. Fo x our Proteſtant Diflenters, if they were 
throughly covinced of their due ſubordination in 
Cauſes of Religion to the Civil Puwers, they could ne- 
ver pertwade themſelves that a bare Diſlike or 
Diſapprobation of the Things injoyned, was 
ſufficient to diſſolve their Obligations to Obedi- 


ence. Expediency or Nonexpediency would not then 


be the Diſpute, but they would look on it as 


their indiſpenſible Duty to cenform to the Diſcipline 


eſtablijh'd by the Laws of their Country in all Things, 
not coutradittory to the Laws of Chriſt. *Tis true the 
ſame Laws have granted a Toleration (or Diſpen- 
{ation from Conformity) to ſcrupulous Conſciences; 
5. | £2: Wan *© 


leis (in my 
-  Precedenoy ! Were they once ſatisficd that the 
dns of England is no more than A Society. of Hu- 


(36 ) 
; 2 
but then tis as true, that if any Perſon (without 


ſuch Scruples) thinks fit to Diſſent out of a Spi- 


ritual Pride, Intereſt or Prejudice, and ſhelters 
his Diſobedience under that Act of Toleration, I 
doubt not but his own Brethren (the ſincere 
part of them) would look on him as à Cheat, 
and like one who ſhould tie up a ſound Arm or 
Leg, to gain a Penſion in Chelſea- Hoſprtal. Where. 
fore I ſay if we could remove their Scruples 
(which à juſt conception of the Ciui Supremacy 
tends to-do) the Honeſteſt and (I hope) greateſt 
art of our Diſſenters would come over to our 
Church, would intitle themſelves to the Privi- 
ledges and Graces of the Government and ſtren- 
then our Hands againſt our Common Enemies, 
both at Home and Abroad. Pk 
2 Fox our ſelves the Conforming Clergy ; you 
muſt not be angry if I pur you in mind that the 
Prophane Laity are apt to ſneer at the Difficulties 
we are under every Day of our Lives, about the 
two firſt Healths after Dinner. They know well 


e h that we have ſworn to the Supremacy, and 


they hear us talk very gravely of it every Sunday 

in our Pulpits, and this incourages them pertly 

to demand of us why we put the Church before 

the King, in our Graces or in our Glaſſes. They 

never conſider that this Abſurdity is well expia- 

ted by the Zeal that produces it. KS 
Bur co fect aſide 


eſting; there are many of 


us who are too much in your own Circumſtances, 


and have the ſame Qualms and Scruples (with 
ſome uneaſineſs too) that I mentioned in the be- 
ginning of this Epiſtle. -Now if ſuch could attain 
to a juſt Notion of the King's Supremacy, much 
inion) could they deny him the 


Authority of theſe very Powers. The main Stru- I 


theſe Unhappy Men. 


| ſhall ever be of Opinion that he that is beſt able 


( 37 | ) Fc q 
man Creatures believing in Chriſt, conforming in alt 
Points to the Efalli. 7 Conſtitution, and in all re- 
ſpelts ſubjett to the King of England, they would no 
more ſtartle at ſaying the King and Church, than 
the King and Parliament, or the 1 People. 

3. Hap this Principle a juſt Reception, we 
ſhould then reje& with Contempt and Iudignati- 
on the Infamous Libels of Jacobites and Nonju- 
rors, Let the World now judge whether the 
Church of England areSchiſmaticks for withdraws _.. 
ing from the Communion of a few Clergymen 
deprived by the Civil Powers, tor denying the 


cture of theſe Mens Arguments ſtands upon the 
ſuppoſition that the Government had not a com- 
perent Authority to deprive thoſe Churchmen 
of the exerciſe of their Function; if therefore I 
have had the happineſs to convinee you of the 
Unive ſality of the Civil Juriſdiftion, I leave you 
to apply it to the Conviction or Confuſion of g 


Ax g now laſt of all, tor the warm brain 
Flame (whether Papiſts or Puritans) who cha- 
lenge a Right in their Synods, or Conſiſtories to 
beſiow Citations and Puniſhments on their So- * 
vereigns, let them anſwer theſe and other Ar- 6 
non (of better Authors)“ on behalt of our 
zovertiours, otherwiſe we ſhall not much fear 
(or envy, them) theſe Golden Contemplations. 
Let them fancy themſelves in the place of Gods; 
ſo they be liable to die for their firſt Attempts of 
Treaſon or Sedition, {ike worſe than Men. 


to Puniſh will be beſt able to Command; and that 
Prince which is well fortifyed with the real PW: 
er of the Sword, will be very little territy'd with 
ſuch Mens Pretences to the Power of the Keys, _ | 
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brief aſtification of the Principles of a Re- 
* par Whigg. Together with ſome er 

Remarks on 


Dr. SacheverelP's late Sermon, on the 
zo of May. In an Epiſtle to the Tories of the 


eee : Or, Chariry in its Full 
Extent. Recommended in 4 Sermon, ether 
with a Preface, wherein is a Farther Juſtificati- 
on of the Principles of the Whigs. Hamply De- 
dicated to Sr. Richard Steel. | 4 
A Brief. Exhortation to Proteſtant Liberty, . 
from a Fair View of Po piſh Slavery ; In a Ser- 
mon, Occafion'd by the 5 Loyal D 
of che Arch-B:ſhop and Biſhops. Theſe three b 
Francis wire, M. A. Rector of Exford 4 * 
An Eſfay to the Pious Memory of that — 8 
Revere? vine, Mr. George Troſſe, of the City... 
ot Exon, who Died ſuddenly on the 0 * Da 4 
| or 1 3-14. Eratis Sua 83. 2 
againſt the New Sect of Anabapriſts, 1 prung 
; upat Exon. In a Lettet to a. Friend. By Ben- 
jamin Reel, formerly, Educated in a Private 45 
demy near London; and now a Comoner: of Balis 
#4 Co 12 Gxom.. - | 
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